
 

 

                           November 16, 2015 

           Tipton Public Library 
           Tipton, Iowa 

 
The City Council of the City of Tipton, Cedar County, Iowa, met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. Mayor Kepford called 

the meeting to order. Upon roll being called the following named council members were present: Fry, Siech, Anderson, 

Spear and Leeper. Also present: Nosbisch, Fletcher, Holub, Nash, Taber, Walsh, Smith, Downs, Beck, Coppess, 
Pearson, other visitors and the press.  

                
Mayor Kepford led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
Agenda:  

Motion by Spear, second by Anderson to approve the agenda with the following correction, the closed session listed as 

Chapter 21.5 (1)C, should be listed as Chapter 20, Exempt Session, Employee Relations. Following the roll call vote the 
motion passed unanimously.  

 
Communications: 

Deb Schwitzer - Schwitzer stated that the minutes do not contain enough information. The minutes discussing the 

police contract and the stipend had two sentences. Schwitzer said that the leaf pickup is not free as City Manager 
Nosbisch had said. There are labor and equipment costs involved, so it is not free. Nosbisch said this is a service that 

is not billed to the citizens of Tipton. Schwitzer then asked why the board of trustee’s doesn’t put the cemetery 
information online rather than using a kiosk, it would be cheaper. Schwitzer asked if anyone knows how to pour 

concrete in town, stating that there are cracks in the concrete at the cemetery, at City Hall and at the fire station, and 
the aquatic center didn’t turn out like it was supposed to. 

 

Maureen Peck, Thank you  
My name is Maureen Peck and I am a resident of the First Ward here in Tipton. I am here to extend sincere thanks to 

those members of our city council who will be leaving, as well as to our city manager.  
During her years as council person for First Ward, Shirley Kepford was always available to hear and discuss 

suggestions, frustrations and concerns regarding city government and city operations. Shirley was always willing to 

research every issue handed to her and to provide her constituents with a response. Her job was done with care and 
with courtesy to those she was serving.  

During her years as council person Shirley frequently offered to step aside if anyone else were interested in running 
for her position, but finding no takers, continued to willingly serve Ward 1. I believe that no one stepped forward 

because we felt well represented by Shirley.  
When Shirley moved out of Ward 1 Leanne Zearley was elected as our representative.  Leanne moved from Tipton 

midterm leaving a vacancy which Beau Holub agreed to step forward and fill, an action that Ward 1 was grateful to 

him for doing, and that many of us hoped would have opened the door for him to serve a full term of his own. Beau 
brought to his position a strong business sense, as well as vitality, and a desire to serve his city. 

As Mayor, Shirley was in the "driver's seat" of our city Council. She provided experience with council, knowledge of 
how the city got "here" and a love and concern for her city and its people; all strong attributes for a mayor.  

Shirley is a special person--her vivaciousness and charm, as well as her genuine concern for people, have made her a 

woman who many in Tipton, including myself and my family,  have come to regard as a friend, as someone we 
respect, admire, and are deeply grateful to for her years of service to our community. 

I would also like to note that Dawn Siech has brought much energy and effort to her council seat, spending time not 
only with council meetings, but actively engaged attending classes and participating in multiple committee meetings 

throughout the city. 

And last, but far from least, I would like to address Chris Nosbisch who has played a very important role in getting our 
city headed back on a path to fiscal stability. Chris's talents, tact, and charming smile will certainly be greatly missed!! 

I will miss Shirley, Beau, Dawn, and Chris representing me, representing our wards, and leading our city, and wish to 
extend a sincere thank you for a job well done to each of them.  

Welcome aboard and God Speed to Mr. Carney, Mr. Leeper, and Mr. McNeill you have some big footprints to step into!  
 

 



 

 

Dave Annen – Annen said last week during the storm with the wind his two dogs got loose and were picked up. The 

dogs were taken to Friends of the Animals and it cost him $200.00, to get the dogs released. Annen said because this 
was weather related he thought the charges were excessive. Nosbisch explained that Friends of the Animals charge 

the City $75.00, per animal when the police delivers animals to them. This is a pass through charge for the City to the 
animal owner when the animal is released. Nosbisch said Annen could speak to the police and bring this back to the 

council for a waiver of the $50.00 charge.  

    
Consent Agenda:   

Motion by Fry, second by Siech to approve the consent agenda which includes the November 2, 2015, Council Meeting 
Minutes, Clerk’s/Investment Report, Cedar Lanes liquor license renewal, October Library Board Minutes and Directors 

Report. Following the roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.  
 

Old Business: 

1. Clothing Contract, Tabled, October 5, 2015.  
This item remains tabled.  

 
2. Change Order No. 2, Illowa Investment Inc. 

Motion by Spear, second by Anderson to remove change order No. 2, from Illowa Investment Inc., from the table. 

Following the roll call vote the motion passed unanimously. Motion by Spear, second by Siech to approve change order 
No. 2, in the amount of $2,153.25, to Illowa Investment Inc. for Water Main, Sanitary Sewer and Street 

Improvements, Division 1: Street Improvements.  Following the roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.   
 

Motions for Approval: 
1. Claims list - 
ALLIANCE WATER RESOURCES I CONTRACT SERVICES NOV 24,904.29 

AUS WATERLOO MC LOCKBOX MATS CITY HALL 207.28 

BARRON MOTOR SUPPLY SOLENOID 57.45 

CEDAR COUNTY CO-OP FUEL DISCOUNT 2,039.58 

CEDAR COUNTY EMS ASSOCIATI EMS DUES 200.00 

CEDAR COUNTY ENGINEER 187.4 GL DSL 1,961.56 

CEDAR COUNTY RECORDER EASEMENT 12.00 

CEDAR COUNTY SOLID WASTE TRANSFER FEES 2,785.00 

CLIFTON LARSON ALLEN LLP PROGRESS BILLING FOR AUDIT 12,500.00 

CUSTOM BUILDERS INC UPS CHARGES 24.50 

D & R PEST CONTROL INC PEST CONTROL 190.99 

EASTERN IOWA LIGHT & PWR CEMETERY 1,036.94 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING & E CITY HALL LIGHTING SUPPLIES 350.44 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL PRODUCTS MEDICAL SUPPLIES 320.90 

EMERGENCY SERVICES MARKETI ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 850.00 

FAMILY FOODS MISC SUPPLIES 297.01 

FOSTER COACH SALES INC. SPEAKER 200.28 

FRIENDS OF THE ANIMALS 1 DOG 75.00 

G & K SERVICES UNIFORMS PUBLIC WORKS 267.25 

GRAINGER SWITCH #163, SAFETY GLASSES 83.45 

H & H AUTO MOUNT & BALANCE 4 TIRES #52 64.00 

HASTY AWARDS 49 BASKETBALL MEDALS 133.14 

HOLIDAY INN DES MOINES AIR TRAVEL TRAINING-LORNA 380.80 

INTEGRATED TECHNOLOGY PART DOMAIN REGISTRATION 3,116.27 

IOWA ASSOCIATION OF TRAINING 40.00 

IOWA ONE CALL LOCATES 42.30 

IOWA UTILITIES BOARD REMAINDER ANNUAL ASSESSMENT 3,419.88 

LANDS' END BUSINESS OUTFIT 20 SHIRTS-LIB,COMMDEV,OFFICE 639.29 

LONGLEY SYSTEMS INC TIME CARDS  FAC 60.00 

MIDWEST BREATHING AIR LLC AIR QUALITY CHECK 116.20 

MITCHELL 1 WEB SUBSCRIPTIONS 228.48 

MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY SERVIC REPLACE CONTAMINATED EQUIPMENT 12,904.00 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC WATER MAIN SUPPLIES 1,585.80 



 

 

O'ROURKE MOTORS INC EGR COOLER REPLACEMENT #67 1,333.18 

PITNEY BOWES INC RENTAL CHARGES 271.00 

POOL TECH MIDWEST INC 2 PRESSURE GAUGES 96.44 

POWER PLANT COMPLIANCE 2 ENGINES COMPLIANCE TEST 10,000.00 

RESCO BUCKET TRUCK HOOKS 42.53 

RMB COMPANY INC COMPRESSOR 2,057.00 

SPINUTECH INC NOV EMAIL MARKETING 25.00 

STATE HYGIENIC LABORATORY POOL TESTING FEES 25.00 

SWICK CABLE CONTRACTOR'S I DIRECTIONAL BORE PLUM ST 1,540.00 

T & M CLOTHING CO. 2 SHIRTS WITH EMBROIDERY 419.60 

TERRY DURIN COMPANY 2 ROAD FOCUS LED SHORT 350.00 

THE PARADIGM ALLIANCE INC COLLABORATIVE PROGRAM  GAS 1,091.58 

TIPTON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 23 HRS USE OF SCHOOL GYM 460.00 

TIPTON CONSERVATIVE TRUNK OR TREAT 170.40 

TIPTON GREENHOUSE 12 BLUE BOWS FOR DOWNTOWN 24.00 

TIPTON PHARMACY PHARMACEUTICALS 896.60 

TRANS-IOWA EQUIPMENT INC FREIGHT FOR REPAIR PART #25 60.00 

TRUCK COUNTRY OF IOWA BRAKE SHOES, SPRING BRAKE #26 271.83 

UTILITY SALES & SERVICE IN SUPPLIES FOR GAS SERVICE LINES 234.84 

WESCO RECEIVABLES CORP UNDERGROUND SUPPLIES 912.28 

XEROX CORPORATION BASE & METER CHARGES 1,235.50 

  TOTALS  
 

92,610.86 

 
FUND TOTALS 

 001   GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

21,828.56 

600   WATER OPERATING 
 

13,254.45 

610   WASTEWATER/AKA SEWER REVE 
 

12,468.41 

630   ELECTRIC OPERATING 
 

18,017.44 

640   GAS OPERATING 
 

3,014.14 

670   GARBAGE COLLECTION 
 

2,820.63 

750   CEMETERY ENTERPRISE 
 

51.84 

810   CENTRAL GARAGE 
 

5,802.64 

835   ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

 

15,352.75 

GRAND TOTAL 
 

92,610.86 

 
City Credit Card Statement  

 City - One Card (employee check out card) 
  Travel Training-Famous Daves, Jethros, Bennigans, 267.21 

 Popeye's Buffalo Wild Wings, Wendy’s, Holiday Inn 
  Total  Charges 

 
267.21 

Police - One Card 
  Misc Supplies - Family Foods 15.37 

 Fleece pullover - Tactical Store 49.99 
 K-9 subscription - Terry Fleck 40.00 
 Total  Charges 

 
105.36 

Ambulance - One Card 
  Misc Supplies - Mi Tierra 21.92 

 Training - National Registry EMT 70.00 
 Total  Charges 

 
91.92 

Gas - One Card 
  Operating Supplies - Emedco 199.21 

 Equipment Supplies (FAC) - eBay 20.05 
 Dues - APGA Security & Integrity 395.00 
 Total  Charges 

 
614.26 

Electric - One Card 
  Misc Supplies (City Hall) - Walmart 32.31 

 Operating Supplies - ULINE 224.64 
 Bldg. Maint Supplies (Fire) - ULINE 436.87 
 Underground Supplies - ULINE 188.47 
 Misc Supplies - UI Parking 4.20 
 Total  Charges 

 
886.49 



 

 

Public Works - One Card 
  Misc Supplies (Garbage) - Jethro N Jakes 29.04 

 Fuel - Mills Gas Mart 84.01 
 Operating Supplies - Harbor Freight Tools 42.69 
 Small Tools - Reliable Machine 105.84 
 Operating Supplies (Cemetery) - Eaton Brothers Corp,  288.15 
 Operating Supplies - Paypal Flagpoles 118.00 
 Total  Charges 

 
667.73 

Library - One Card 
  Postage/Shipping - USPS 179.40 

 Office Supplies - Walmart, Holiday Signs 204.02 
 Materials - Walmart, Amazon 459.69 
 Program Supplies - Walmart 49.66 
 Training Supplies – Casey’s 12.83 
 Misc Supplies - Walmart 17.82 
 Periodicals - Gazette 296.40 
 Total Charges 

 
1,219.82 

JKFAC/Recreation - One Card 
  Operating Supplies - Walmart, Scrimmage Vests,   294.64 

 Anthem Sport 
  Training - Iowa Park & Recreation 530.00 

 Total Charges 
 

824.64 

Deputy City Clerk - One Card 
  Misc Supplies - Ava's Flowers 62.92 

 Misc Supplies - Target 38.46 
 Total Charges 

 
101.38 

City Clerk - One Card 
  Technology - Microsoft (email account) 17.16 

 Training - Iowa League of Cities 250.00 
 Total Charges 

 
267.16 

City Manager - One Card 
  Parking - Cedar Rapids 5 Season 5.00 

 Total Charges 
 

5.00 

Statement Total 
 

5,050.97 

   Motion by Anderson, second by Fry to approve the list of claims as presented. Following the roll call vote the motion 

passed unanimously.   
 

2. Annual Urban Renewal Report, FY 2014-2015 
Motion by Siech, second by Fry to approve fiscal year 2014-2015 Annual Urban Renewal Report. Following the roll call 

vote the motion passed unanimously. 
 

3.  Annual TIF Debt Certification 

Motion by Spear, second by Siech to approve the Annual TIF Debt Certification which is due to the state December 1st, 
certifying $162,676.00, for three developments and two existing projects. The motion passed by the following the roll 

call vote. Aye:  Anderson, Spear, Siech, Fry. Nay:  Leeper 
 

4. One-time Water, Sewer Exemption, 1101 Plum Street   

Motion by Anderson, second by Fry to approve the one time water and sewer exemption at 1101 Plum Street, 
reducing the water and sewer portion each to $18.91, with a total credit of $235.46. The motion passed by the 

following the roll call vote. Aye:  Spear, Siech, Fry, Anderson. Nay:  Leeper 
 

5. Pay Application No. 2, Triple B Construction 

Motion by Siech, second by Spear to approve pay application No. 2, to Triple B Construction, in the amount of 
$5,441.40, for water and sewer work at 3rd and Plum Streets, on the Water Main, Sanitary Sewer and Street 

Improvements, Division 2: Water Main and Sanitary Sewer. The motion passed by the following the roll call vote.   
Aye: Siech, Fry, Anderson, Spear. Nay: Leeper 



 

 

           

6. Innerduct, Wire Purchase 
Motion by Anderson, second by Fry to approve the purchase of one 4,000’ reel of 2” innerduct from Terry Durin 

Company in the amount of $2,792.00, and two sizes of 600V wire from Wesco, in the amount of $3,350.00, to restock 
the electric departments depleted inventory. Following the roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.   

 

7.  Pole Attachment Agreement, Windstream Communications 
Motion by Siech, second by Spear to approve the staff recommended five year pole attachment agreement with 

Windstream Communication, allowing access on the City utility poles and has been reviewed by the City attorney. 
Following the roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.   

 
8. Airport Federal CIP Application, FY 2017 

Motion by Spear, second by Anderson to approve the federal CIP application for fiscal year 2017, for the Mathews 

Memorial Airport, as required in the event that the project moves forward next fiscal year. The motion passed by the 
following the roll call vote. Aye: Anderson, Spear, Siech, Fry. Nay: Leeper   

 
Reports of Mayor/Council/Manager: 

Mayor’s Report     

Will attend two meetings on Thursday, the TEDCO meeting and meeting with the Conservation Board regarding the 
Freedom Rock Project.  

 
Manager’s Report: 

We had a meeting with NewCom regarding the City’s GIS capabilities. NewCom is working on the maintenance and 
training proposals. It appears that the City has not been paying annual maintenance costs for the SeeCity and ArcView 

programs, so it’s likely that upgrades will be necessary in the near future. 

There was a meeting with fire department representatives regarding meeting times and use of the facility. There will 
be further discussion on this when the new councilmembers are seated. The December Council Meetings will be at the 

fire station.   
The Iowa League of Cities hosts the Municipal Leadership Academy around the state for all council members and 

mayors. The two closest locations are Hiawatha, Saturday, December 5, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Ottumwa, 

Thursday, December 10, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. The training costs will be covered by the City.  
Just a reminder that Small Business Saturday is November 28, 2015. The lighting of the holiday tree will take place at 

5 p.m. 
 

Closed Session: 
Closed Session: Adjourn from Regular Session to Closed Session Pursuant to Chapter 20, Exempt Session, Employee 

Relations.   

Motion by Fry, second by Spear to adjourn from regular session to closed session pursuant to Chapter 20, Exempt 

Session, Employee Relations, at 6:03 p.m. The motion passed by the following the roll call vote. Aye: Fry, Siech, 
Leeper, Spear, Anderson 

 
Regular session: 

The council reconvened to regular session from closed session at 6:42 p.m. No action was taken.  

 
Adjourn: 

With no further business to come before the council a motion to adjourn was made by Anderson, second by Spear.  
Following the roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

 

 
___________________________ 

       Mayor 
 

 



 

 

 

 
Attest: _______________________________ 

City Clerk/Finance Officer 
 

 

 

 REVENUE RECEIVED   

 October, 2015  

 Property Taxes  572,620.68 

Local Option Sales Service Tax   21,218.99 

Licenses & Permits  675.00 

Use of Money and Property  21,651.34 

Intergovernmental  41,886.41 

Charge for Services  616,020.39 

Special Assessment  5,406.00 

Miscellaneous  706,853.21 

Sale of Fixed Assets  0.00 

TOTAL  $1,986,332.02 

 

 

   


